Names:________________________________________________________________Date:_____________Hour:________

Email Senator/Rep/Governor/President/Supreme Court Justice
Directions:

You and a partner will email a letter to either one of the government officials below or a combination of two or more officials depending what you write about. You and your partner will write to one of the following:
· a Michigan Senator or a Michigan House Representative

· a U.S Federal Senator or a U.S Federal House Representatives
· Governor Rick Snyder

· President Barack Obama

· One of the nine supreme court justices 

We will be asking one of our elected officials some questions.  If the question is pertaining to or relating to something on the federal level, then you and your partner will email someone at the federal level.  If you want to ask a question or give your opinion on something that is specific to our state, then you’ll want to email someone at the Michigan level.

Your email must include:

1. A proper salutation/greeting (example: Hello Senator (their name goes here) or Hello Representative (their name goes here).
2. An opening paragraph in which you 1.) Introduce yourselves, 2.) Tell which school you both attend, 3.)What grade you are currently in, 4.) Which school district you are in, and 5.) Which class you are writing this email for (American history).
3. Explain that you are currently studying the U.S Constitution along with the three branches of government (TCI pg. 172)
4. Explain that you’ve learned there are two separate houses (senate and house of representatives); one at the state level which only makes laws specific to only Michigan.  Also explain there are two more houses (Senate and House of Representatives) at the federal level in Washington D.C.

5. Share the most interesting or important thing you learned about the three branches of government.

6. Talk about checks and balances, explain what they are, why they exist, and give an example of a check and balance.
7. Tell your elected official what Judicial Review is, how it came about, and how it helps protect Americans like you and I. See the Marbury vs. Madison worksheet.
8. Find pending legislation (bills that congressmen/congresswomen are proposing to become laws) and give your opinion on the bill.  You may need to talk to your parents about the bills and have them help you form an opinion.  Be sure to give your viewpoint on how it would affect people/students/your parents etc.  Finally, ask your representative/senator/Governor/President their thoughts on the piece of pending legislation.

9. http://legislature.mi.gov/(S(05lditzmysxt0f55pphxgdbw))/mileg.aspx?page=home – use this site to locate pending legislation in the state of Michigan.
10. http://beta.congress.gov/ - use this site to find pending legislation in the FEDERAL congress.
11. Use this site to locate a government officials:

1.) http://capwiz.com/nea/mi/directory/statedir.tt?state=MI&lvl=state – locate your state of Michigan government officials

2.) http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml - use to locate Federal government officials
12. If you have any questions, please email me (Include your email address here).

13. A concluding paragraph in which you thank your Senator/Representative

14. Correct Spelling of senator’s/representative’s name

15. Correct spelling throughout the entire letter

16. Must write it in a proper letter format.  Not sure what that looks like?  Google it!
17. Address the government officials as Senator_________ or Governor__________or President Obama.  Do not call them by their first name or Mr.________ or Mrs. ___________.

18. Proper closing including thanking your government official.
	Criteria

	Points Possible
	Your Points/Comments

	Correct Email/Letter Format

Does your email/letter follow the correct ‘look’ or format of a letter? Does it include clear beginning, middle, and end? Is there a proper salutation/greeting (example: Hello Senator (their name goes here) or Hello Representative (their name goes here)? Does your letter have an opening paragraph in which you introduce yourselves, tell which school you both attend, what grade you are currently in, which school district you are in, which class you are writing this email for (American history)? Does the letter include a proper closing including thanking your government official?

	20
	

	Two Separate Houses and Two Separate Constitutions
The letter includes that you learned there are two separate houses in Michigan; a Michigan House of Representatives and a Michigan Senate. There are also two U.S federal houses as well: the Federal House of Representatives and the Federal Senate. Lastly, did you and your partner explain that there are two separate Constitutions that share powers? 
	10
	

	Pending Legislation
Does the letter include pending legislation (bills that congressmen/congresswomen are proposing to become laws) and does it include your opinion on the bill? Look up the year-round school bill in Michigan!
	15
	

	Checks and Balances

Tell what checks and balances are, what their purpose is, and lastly, give an example of a specific check and balance from history (veto, majority rule, judicial branch finding a law unconstitutional).
	10
	

	Judicial Review
Your letter must explain what judicial review is, how it came about, and how it helps protect Americans like you and I. Give an example of judicial review from history.
	10
	

	Conventions

All spelling, grammar, and punctuation are correct.  
	5
	

	Effort

It’s evident there was eighth grade effort put into your letter (you read over your letter many times).
	10
	

	Vocabulary Words
You must include at least five vocabulary words from chapter 9; this means you must also use them correctly in a sentence. Lastly, highlight all five vocabulary words in your letter.
	10
	

	Total
	90
	


Standards

ISTE Standards – Technology Standards
Creativity and innovation 

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology.

a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes

b. Create original works as a means of personal or group expression

Communication and collaboration 
Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.

a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media

b. Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats
Common Core Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.1
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.8.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 – When reading a bill pending in Congress or a state legislature
Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 – When reading a bill pending in Congress or a state legislature or reading or something pertaining to The U.S constitution

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.10
By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

